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Ayuda Condemns Family Separation Policy

Washington, DC (May 31, 2018) – Ayuda today condemned the White House policy of 
separating hundreds of immigrant children from their families at the border. Earlier this 
month, DHS announced that it will refer for federal prosecution every person caught 
crossing the border illegally, even if they are claiming asylum or have small children. This is 
resulting in a surge of family separations.

“Our government should not be tearing mothers and fathers from their children, or leaving 
children alone and isolated from their families,” said Paula Fitzgerald, executive director of 
Ayuda. “These ‘zero tolerance’ policies directly harm children and families, undermine our 
shared values as a nation, and threaten the strength of our communities. Ayuda strongly 
condemns these policy changes and legislative rollbacks.”

The current administration has been rolling back protections for asylum seekers since as early 
as January 2017. In June 2017, the DOJ terminated the justice AmeriCorps program that 
provided pro bono legal counsel for unaccompanied children. In September 2017, the 
administration expanded the agencies who could rescind the legal categorization of
‘unaccompanied alien child’ from children seeking protection and in November 2017 the 
administration terminated the Central American Minors program, a child refugee program that 
existed since 2014. The protection rollbacks have continued through this year.

“We urge the Administration to stop this needless separation of immigrant children from their 
parents,” said Ayuda supervising immigration attorney, Madeline Taylor Díaz. “Instead of 
releasing immigrant families to local communities where they have ties and where they are 
supported in seeking the necessary services to allow them to pursue their claims for relief 
together as a unit, children are being sent to detention facilities throughout the country. They 
are forced to navigate their future in this country without their parents, while the adults face 
criminal prosecution. This is simply inhumane.” Taylor Díaz is Ayuda's expert in child-
immigration cases.

Reports indicate that family separations are on the rise. According to the New York Times, 
more than 700 children are reported to have been taken away from their parents since 
October 2017.

Ayuda’s attorneys and social services staff provide legal and supportive services to 
vulnerable immigrant children and adults, including those released from detention facilities as 
they fight their legal cases. Social services staff also help immigrant children and adults find 
the support they need to live in our communities.

“Immigrants turn to Ayuda in their greatest hour of need,” said Fitzgerald. “In this uncertain 
time, you will find us where we must be: in trusted consultation with the immigrants whose 
lives are at stake, providing honest guidance, fearless representation, and holistic support. 
Our team of attorneys, social workers, language access program partners, and volunteers 
stand ready.”

About Ayuda

Ayuda helps low-income immigrants succeed and thrive in Washington DC, Maryland, and 
Virginia. Since our founding in 1973, Ayuda has served more than 100,000 immigrants 
throughout the region. Ayuda is the only non-profit service provider in the area that provides 
a wide range of immigration and family law assistance, social services, and language access 
support for all immigrants -- including women, men, and children -- from anywhere in the 
world. This comprehensive and open approach breaks down barriers, helps those in need, 
and makes our communities stronger.
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