
 
    
       

 
Ayuda Welcomes Paula Fitzgerald as Its Next Executive Director 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Paula Fitzgerald has been named the new permanent executive 
director of Ayuda by the organization’s Board of Directors. She has served as Ayuda’s 
interim executive director since February. Paula assumes the role effective immediately. 

"Ayuda's Board of Directors is excited to announce that Paula Fitzgerald will be our next 
executive director. Paula has demonstrated her commitment to Ayuda and its mission over 
the course of her eight years with the organization. The board is confident that she will bring 
the leadership, stability, and vision necessary to strengthen the organization and continue 
moving Ayuda forward," said Diego Marquez, board chairman. 
 
Paula shared, “I love Ayuda and feel a deep commitment to Ayuda’s mission. I look 
forward to helping to strengthen the organization’s foundation and to enhance the life-
changing services that we provide to low-income immigrants in our region.” 

Prior to her selection as executive director, Paula was the managing attorney of Ayuda’s 
Virginia office. She has practiced in the field of immigration law for over ten years. Paula 
joined Ayuda in 2008 at the inception of Ayuda’s Virginia office. Under her leadership, 
Ayuda’s Virginia office thrived and expanded. As the child of a Colombian immigrant 
mother, Paula grew up fluent in Spanish and with an enhanced understanding of and 
empathy for the immigrant experience. Paula has been recognized by the Alexandria 
Domestic Violence Program for her work with domestic violence victims. She serves on the 
Fairfax County Domestic Violence Coordinating Council. Additionally, she has been 
recognized as Ayuda’s “Ayudante of the Year.” Prior to her joining Ayuda, Paula worked as 
an immigration attorney at Hogar Hispano (Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington) 
and Hunton and Williams, LLP. Paula received her J.D. from the University of Virginia 
School of Law in 2004.  

For more information, contact Arleen Ramirez Borysiewicz at (202) 552-3605 or at 
arleen@ayuda.com. 
 
About Ayuda 

Ayuda has been serving the immigrant community in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan 
area for more than 43 years. It provides legal, social, and language access services to low-
income immigrants to remove barriers in order to succeed and thrive in the United States.  
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