
MY 
CHILDREN 
ARE SO 
HAPPY 
BECAUSE 
OUR HOME 
IS SAFE AND 
PEACEFUL.

Language  
Focus: Twi 
(pronounced 
“chwee”)
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Family Safe From African Military Officer

By Clarissa Arevalo, Domestic Violence Staff Attorney

Annette and her children came to 
Washington D.C. when her husband – 
a member of the military of a country 
in central Africa – was posted to the 
embassy. Already a violent man, he 
became even more violent in the United 
States, but he was protected from 
prosecution by diplomatic immunity. 
Ayuda’s Domestic Violence/Sexual 
Assault team was able to help where the 
police could not. First, after a contentious 
trial, we secured a civil protective order 
(“restraining order”) for Annette and her 
children. Later, Ayuda handled Annette’s 
divorce and custody case.

The violence had escalated to the point 
where, on one occasion, Annette’s 
husband smashed her head into a heater 

and threw her across the room. Annette 
was certain he was going to kill her. Their 
daughter called the police, but they could 
do nothing because of his diplomatic 
status. Fortunately, the next time the 
police were called, an officer suggested 
that Annette talk to an organization like 
Ayuda about getting a protective order.

The trial was difficult, but Annette was 
brave, and her Ayuda attorney was 
fearless. And in the end, she won both 
the protective order and the eventual 
divorce! Asked how her life has changed, 
Annette said, “I have never been as 
happy and free as I am now. And my 
children are so happy because our home 
is safe and peaceful. I am so glad I met 
with the staff at Ayuda!”

If Annette’s abusive husband had killed her, he would have been protected by diplomatic immunity.

WE SAVE AND REBUILD LIVES
TODAY

DONATE 
NOW

Twi is spoken by  
over nine million ethnic  
Ashanti people in 
Ghana, West Africa.

If you translate the 
word “help” into twi, 
the word is “mboa” (in 
Spanish, the word is 
“ayuda!”).

When a nonprofit  
lawyer in D.C. has a 
Twi speaking client, 
Ayuda can send them 
a trained interpreter.  
We also can send an 
interpreter conversant 
in thirty-nine other 
languages!

Your support has kept Annette and her children safe despite her husband’s 
diplomatic immunity.
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Dear Friends,

On an almost 
daily basis, 
one of you 
asks me, 
“How is Ayuda 
doing?” 

Ayuda is doing 
fantastic but 

is still only able to meet a fraction of 
the needs in our community. The short 
answer: I am proud, but frustrated (yet 
hopeful!).

I am proud that

• Ayuda grew 44% from last year to 
this year, adding initiatives centered 
on unaccompanied children and an 
additional interpreter bank.

• We continue to hire lawyers from the 
best law schools and social workers 
from the best graduate schools.

• On a weekly basis we receive  
calls from the media, congressional 
staff, and researchers who 
recognize our expertise (most 
recently: CNN, Voice of America, 
National Public Radio and even a 
French radio station).

I am frustrated that

• Daily we have to turn away clients 
because every staff member 
is carrying a full caseload (and 
beyond!). I commonly hear of 
individuals who have been trying 
to get an appointment at Ayuda 
for eight months or more, without 
success. 

• It isn’t enough to be a nationally 
recognized organization. It isn’t 
enough to serve thousands of 
vulnerable immigrants every year. 
It isn’t enough that we win nearly 
100% of our cases.  

I am hopeful because

• I am not the only person who wants 
to fulfill our dedication to those we 
serve. The staff, volunteers, and 
board members of Ayuda also 
want to help more people. You and 
other donors want to serve more 
vulnerable immigrants.

• When this many brilliant individuals 
are motivated to change a 
community, barriers fall and 
solutions are found!

• In a few years from now, we can 
assist every vulnerable immigrant  
in our community with the support 
of many.

Today, I want us to be able to serve 
Marissa. Marissa – a victim of sexual 
assault who is entitled to a visa (see 
page 5) – remains on our waiting list 
because we don’t have the resources to 
serve her today.

My wife Krissie and I donate to Ayuda 
every month so that Marissa can have 
the life we have. I would ask you to join 
Krissie and me in giving monthly,  
if you are able.

Thank you for everything you have done 
for all of the individuals profiled on these 
pages, and thank you for all that you will 
do for Marissa!

Peace,

Ryan J. Dowd
Executive Director

HOW IS AYUDA DOING?
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MY WIFE, KRISSIE, 
AND I DONATE 
TO AYUDA EVERY 
MONTH.

I am proud, but frustrated (yet hopeful).
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Ayuda was recently chosen by the 
District of Columbia to help launch 
the D.C. Victim Legal Network whose 
purpose is to ensure that victims of 
all crime – not just domestic violence 
and sexual assault – have access to 
all legal services they need and are 
entitled to receive. 

This is groundbreaking work for the 
District and Ayuda, with only three 

other cities selected by the federal 
government to help initiate and 
implement the Network, including 
Atlanta, Chicago, and Los Angeles.

“We felt it was very important that 
someone represent immigrants, who 
are more vulnerable to crime than 
others. It is important work that aligns 
perfectly with Ayuda’s mission,” said 
Ryan Dowd, executive director.

Ayuda Chosen to Represent Victims of Crime

How Do You Say, “He hurt me,” in Spanish?

By Marilyn Lovo, Language Access Coordinator

Ayuda dispatches Eric 
Sejas – a native of La Paz, 
Bolivia – to other nonprofits 
in Washington, D.C. whose 
lawyers or social workers 
need a Spanish interpreter. 
Eric knows that when he 
is called, he becomes an 
important member of their 
team: “If a woman has been 
raped, and the nurses don’t 
speak her language, she 
may choose not to have 
a forensic exam.” With 
his specialized training – 
provided by Ayuda – Eric 
knows how to interpret with 
compassion and accuracy 
when people are especially 
vulnerable.

“I love to talk. I love 
language. And I love to help 
people. Being an interpreter 
is a perfect fit for me,” 
Eric says proudly. Eric has 
been through two intensive 
trainings provided by Ayuda:
The Language of Justice 
training equipped Eric to do 

the very specialized work of 
interpreting for lawyers. He 
learned legal terms, the legal 
process and how best to be 
the intermediary between a 
lawyer and his or her client.

The Breaking Silence 
training taught Eric how 
to interpret for social 
workers and therapists after 
someone has experienced 
rape, domestic violence, 
human trafficking, a hate 
crime or the murder of a 
family member.

In addition to training 
Eric, your support allows 
Ayuda to train and deploy 
hundreds of interpreters 
who speak dozens of 
languages. They know 
their work is important. 
A trained professional 
interpreter can mean the 
difference between a victim 
finding healing and being 
traumatized even more.Eric Sejas—originally from La Paz, Bolivia—interprets 

for individuals immediately after they have experienced 
severe trauma.

IF A WOMAN HAS 
BEEN RAPED, AND 
THE NURSES 
DON’T SPEAK HER 
LANGUAGE, SHE 
MAY CHOOSE NOT 
TO HAVE AN EXAM.”  

WE 
UNDERSTAND 
IMMIGRANTS. 
WE 
UNDERSTAND 
VICTIMIZATION. 
IT JUST FITS!

Your support allows Eric Sejas to interpret for survivors of 
sexual assault, domestic violence and more.

Federal government taps D.C. and Ayuda for Victims’ Network Initiative
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Jose left El Salvador in 1986 
during the civil war after a few 
of his friends were murdered. 
He moved to the United States 
– initially sleeping on the streets – 
but over time, building a new life. 

Jose worked hard, got married, 
and settled into the community.

Last year, the woman who cared 
for Jose’s elderly mother back 
in El Salvador called Jose. She 

didn’t know where else to 
turn. Her 16-year-old son, 
William, had fled gang 
violence in El Salvador 
and was in immigration 
detention in the United 
States. The authorities 
would release William, but 
only if he had an official 
custodian with whom he 
could live.

“We had never had children 
of our own,” Jose reflected. 
“I was afraid of bringing 
a child into a world full of 
violence.” Having only seen 
pictures of William, and 
barely knowing William’s 

mother, Jose agreed to care for 
him as if he were his own child. “I 
understand violence. I know what 
it feels like to think that no one can 
help you – that no one will help 
you,” he said.

An Ayuda immigration attorney 
sprang into gear, helping Jose 
and William to work out all of 
the legal details. In May, William 
was granted “Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status” and has begun 
the process of applying for legal 
permanent residence.

“I tell William that this is a country 
of opportunity. If you work hard 
and behave, you can succeed,” 
Jose said. “William is doing great. 
He is doing well in school and 
making friends. He even helps  
out around the house. He is just  
a good kid.”  

By Kayleen Hartman, Immigration Staff Attorney

Man Who Fled El Salvador in 1986 Helps Boy in Same Situation

I UNDERSTAND 
VIOLENCE. I 
KNOW WHAT IT 
FEELS LIKE TO 
THINK THAT NO 
ONE CAN HELP 
YOU.

 With your help, Jose and his wife were able to become William’s custodians and provide him a life of opportunity in the United States.

You and Jose helped William to escape gang violence in El Salvador.
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Santiago told me that his 
little sister was in danger 
because he wouldn’t join a 
gang. That’s why he made 
the decision to leave his 
home country.

Santiago had a particularly 
difficult journey to the 
United States, including a 
week being locked up in a 
warehouse with 100 other 
people (and with almost no 
food or water). Santiago was 
in bad shape – physically 
and mentally – when he 
first came to Ayuda. Now, 
almost a year later, Santiago 
is doing fantastic because 
your generosity provided 
him a team of Ayuda case 
managers. He is even playing 
soccer on two soccer teams!

Back in his home country, 
Santiago had attended 
school and worked in 
construction (since he was 
age 11). The gang members 
started approaching him to 
join and they became more 
menacing as he got older. 
Santiago was willing to risk 
his own safety, but when he 
realized that his little sister 
was in danger as well, he 

decided to make the perilous 
journey to the United States.

He had to cross through 
several Central American 
countries and the entire 
length of Mexico.  When I 
asked him about the journey, 
especially being locked in a 
warehouse, Santiago said, 
“I don’t like thinking about it. 
Bad things happened there.”

It was actually ICE 
(Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement) officials who 
identified Santiago as 
traumatized and needing 
counseling (five hours 
after he entered the United 
States). Ayuda’s social 
services team has made all 
the difference in Santiago’s 
life, providing him the 
necessary tools to begin 
healing and rebuilding his life. 
Santiago is getting a chance 
at a normal childhood. He is 
in school. He plays sports. 
He has friends. He wants to 
go to college and major in 
computer science. Because 
of your support, Santiago 
is pursuing the American 
dream and has kept her 
sister safe.

By Karen Romero, Social Services Director

Fifteen-Year-Old Boy Flees Gang Violence

EVEN A SMALL 
DONATION 
FROM YOU WILL 
MAKE A HUGE 
DIFFERENCE IN 
MARISSA’S LIFE.

PLEASE DONATE 
TODAY USING 
THIS ENVELOPE.

I DON’T LIKE 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT.  
BAD THINGS 
HAPPENED 
THERE.

Because of you, Santiago escaped gangs in 
Central America and is now a student-athlete.

Gang members — like the one pictured here — were trying to recruit 
Santiago, putting his sister in danger.  (Photo courtesy of the FBI.)

Marissa – a young 
mother from Honduras 
– was sexually 
assaulted shortly 
after arriving in the 
United States. She 
was targeted because 
being an immigrant, 
she was vulnerable. 
The assault changed 
her life, but she tries 
not to let “victimhood” 
define her. 

Under current U.S. law, 
Marissa is entitled to 
a special type of visa 
for victims of crime 
who assist the police 
in their investigation. 
Unfortunately, the 

application process is 
complicated, requiring 
the assistance of an 
experienced attorney.

Marissa is on Ayuda’s 
waiting list to receive 
services; we don’t 
have the resources to 
help her as yet. While 
she waits, Marissa 
is unable to work 
legally and provide 
for her daughter. Your 
donation will help 
Marissa to receive the 
life-changing services 
she needs (and the 
visa she is entitled to 
under U.S. law).

Marissa Needs Your Help
Your donation can help—Marissa—a young 
sexual assault victim improve her daughter’s life
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Estella was shy, with 
a quiet demeanor. 
She smiled often, but 
her eyes were filled 
with sadness. Over 
the course of several 
meetings, we often cried 
together as she told 
in detail the journey of 

her life, which led her 
to bravely travel to the 
United States from her 
native Ecuador in order 
to seek a better life for 
her three young children 
she had to leave behind 
with family. 
 

Pro Bono Attorney Helps Victim of  
Domestic Violence 

RWANDA N. CAMPBELL 
IS GRATEFUL FOR HER 
OPPORTUNITY TO WORK 
WITH A STRONG AND 
BRAVE WOMAN.

ESTELLA 
SPENT TWO 
NIGHTS 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL 
AFTER HER 
BOYFRIEND 
TRIED  
TO KILL 
HER.

While working, Estella 
met a man who would 
later become her abuser. 
Initially the relationship 
was wonderful as 
he supported and 
provided for all of her 
needs. Things quickly 
deteriorated when 
the physical violence 
towards her became a 
daily occurrence. Estella 
hoped things would 
change after having 
their first child, but the 
violence continued 
throughout her second 
pregnancy and well 
afterwards. 

An escalation of 
violence one night led to 
Estella’s two-night stay 
in the hospital after her 
boyfriend attempted to 
kill her. This final incident 
provided Estella with a 
newfound determination 
to escape from this 
horrific situation.  
With the help of Ayuda, 
Estella successfully 
filed charges against 

her abuser, and testified 
against him at trial. Her 
cooperation with law 
enforcement allowed 
me to file a U Visa 
application for Estella 
and her children. We 
are still waiting on the 
approval of her U Visa, 
but have since received 
Estella’s work permit, 
which has opened up 
a whole new world for 
Estella and her family.

The partnership that 
Arnold & Porter has 
with Ayuda has allowed 
many attorneys to help 
and connect with these 
strong and brave women 
who persevere through 
hardship for a better life. 
The experience is both 
beneficial and enriching 
to all parties involved. 
I am thankful for these 
life changing work 
opportunities provided 
by organizations like 
Ayuda.

Arnold & Porter attorney makes a big difference in 
the life of immigrant woman.



At Ayuda’s 42nd Anniversary Celebration, thanks to you, we received $93,030 in sponsorships and donations 
to help immigrants like Tiesa, a client who spoke at the event.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Celeste Carrasco (left) of AT&T and Ayuda client Tiesa (right) speak 
of their immigrant experience. Celeste Carrasco says: “My parents’ 
sacrifices did not go unnoticed by me. They gave up everything to 
give me opportunities. Think about it, what wouldn’t you do to give 
your own child an opportunity?” Tiesa comments: “I can’t find the 
words to explain what Ayuda has meant to me. They took me by the 
hand, step by step of the way.”

Manon Matchett of the Community Foundation 
of the National Capital Area explores how 
children of immigrants’ react to their parents’ 
sacrifices. Fern Barrueta of Collier International 
thoughtfully considers her comments.

Congressman Luis 
Gutierrez (D-IL) 
receives Ayuda’s 
2015 Impact Award. 
Next to him is Edwin 
Matute, a human 
trafficking survivor 
whose life Ayuda has 
helped to rebuild.

“If you have enough emotion in your story, you are 
able to touch someone’s heart,” Tiesa’s daughter 
Kima responds to Manon Matchett’s question. 
Listening attentively are Ayuda Board Chair Michael 
Tubman and Microsoft’s Paul Caron. 

According to Secretary Mineta, “To this day, I cherish 
the word ‘citizen.’” Walter Tejada agrees: “We are a 
nation of immigrants. We are a nation of laws. There is 
a way to reconcile both.” Both were joined by Greater 
Washington Board of Trade’s Daniel Flores and D.C. 
Councilmember Breanna Nadeau.

Ayuda executive director Ryan Dowd inducts 
the Meyer Foundation to Ayuda’s Hall of Fame 
(represented by Danielle Reyes and Rick Moyers). 
WAMU radio host Armando Trull emcees the  
awards program.

View additional photos at www.ayuda.com/wp/ 
be-involved/42nd-anniversary-celebration/

Visit Ayuda’s website and subscribe to receive information about next year’s celebration: Wednesday, May 18, 2016.
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Abandoned in Honduras, Teenager Discovers Acting in the United States

By Sarah Block, Program Initiatives Coordinator      

With his bright smile and 
expressive, animated 
voice, Wilson belongs on 
the stage. He has come 
a long way, though: from 
living in a poor town in 
Honduras, where his 
father abandoned him at 
a young age to arriving 
in the United States. 
Wilson’s mother left him 
with his grandparents 
when he was seven to 
make her way to the 
United States to build a 
better life. A few years 

later, Wilson made the 
long, dangerous journey 
joined by coyotes to join 
his mother.  

“I almost gave up in the 
desert. It was so hot, and 
I was exhausted walking 
through it,” Wilson said 
of the trek. When he 
arrived in Virginia, he was 
placed in the sixth grade, 
but didn’t speak any 
English. “That was one of 
my biggest challenges,” 
Wilson reflected.

Wilson began to thrive. In 
high school he developed 
his English – and acting 
– through a program 
called Theatre Without 
Borders, and eventually 
was selected to join the 
Shakespeare Theatre  
Company’s Young 
Company.

Realizing that he couldn’t 
get financial aid for 
college (or a job) because 
he was undocumented, 
Wilson turned to one 

of his teachers who 
happened to be an Ayuda 
paralegal. Ayuda helped 
Wilson obtain “Special 
Immigrant Juvenile 
Status.”

Now, Wilson has started 
his first job and is saving 
money to go to college. 
“My life is changing,” he 
said. “My dreams are 
coming true. A job. A 
car. College. This is what 
makes up the American 
dream!”

Your support helps Wilson pursue college, the Shakespeare Theatre Company and the American Dream.

Your donations 
have helped Wilson 
(right) rebuild his 
life: “My dreams 
are coming true. A 
job. A car. College. 
This is what makes 
up the American 
dream!”

TO VIEW FOUR-MINUTE 
DOCUMENTARY VIDEO OF 
WILSON’S STORY, GO TO  
HTTP://TINYURL.COM/NOHG2P6.


